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«3/oday young children seldom remain in the Sunday morning service. Instead 
there is usually a planned activity for them apart from the adult worship service. 
In most churches, however, children enter with their parents and then leave before 
the sermon for religious instruction geared to their age levels. This planning 
sequence is much different than what I experienced as a young child growing up 
in a Midwestern town in Ohio over sixty years ago. 

In those days I sat in church with my parents. I was told repeatedly to be quiet 
and was given hymn books to engage my attention during those one-hour 
sermons during which even adults dozed off. However I well remember the rare 
occasion when an evangelist would come to our church; the choir would be 
spifified up and the congregation would be wide awake. At these services I was fas¬ 
cinated with the drama in the preaching, the rousing music of the choir, and the 
lusty singing of the congregation. 

One Sunday evening in particular remains etched in my mind. I was taken to 
hear Billy Sunday, the great baseball player of the late 1800’s turned evangelist. 
When he acted out the meaning of the Christian faith in the pulpit, relating it to 
a ball game, I was all eyes and ears. I may not have understood everything he said 
but I remember the message to this day! 

What does all this have to do with the title and purpose of this book? First, the 
tide, The Bible Tells Me So , is meant to convey the ultimate importance of using 
Scripture as the basic source for children’s sermons. Second, the purpose of this 
book is to offer those sermons in a context and with a method that is congruent 
with sound scientific principles of the growth and development of children. Billy 
Sunday may not have known all about children’s growth and development, but 
he knew the Bible, he knew that he had to get his listeners, and he used what he 
knew something about to get it. The success of all sermons depend upon these 
principles, but children’s sermons demand even more of these skills than others. 
Of no less importance here is the conviction of the truth of the Gospel on the part 
of the deliverer of the children’s sermon. May I also add the Holy Spirit must 
come to the person who preaches the sermon, for without it enthusiasm runs flat 
and attention will flag. 

It is a well-known fact that the attention span of children under seven years of 
age is very short. No matter how interesting you think your children’s sermon is, 
it is not wise to extend it past five to ten minutes. If the majority of 
the children are five years old or under, the limit should be five minutes. Do not 
demand that children be perfectly still; the only time that young children are 
really still is when they are asleep. 

If you are unable to peruse the books listed, you may follow some of the 
following suggestions. Use simple and concrete ideas instead of abstract ideas. 
Give simple objects to the children instead of showing one object and then 
taking it back to the office. Children need to have an object of their own to go back 





ElfledaJ. Tate 


to in order to facilitate the cognitive process to produce in the long run the learning 
expected from the text. I have been particularly struck by children’s retention when 
they were asked to bring in all the items that they had been given over a period of 
six months and to identify one main idea that they remember of the text for each 
one. I do not think this would have been possible if they had not had the concrete 
object to look at, feel, and think about. The sermons given here are samples to guide 
the pastor in using the Bible in a meaningful and dramatic way for the young child. 
It becomes obvious that the Bible has much to tell children; it is truly inexhaustible. 

We want to know how best to do that. Four components make up the pastor’s 
children’s sermon kit* biblical knowledge, appropriate objects, a good story, and 
knowledge about early childhood development, cognitive and physical, spiritual and 
moral. After this is accomplished one detail is left to be settled: DO children remain 
in the service after the children’s sermon, or are they to be whisked away and out 
of sight while the adults settle down to traditional homily? Neither approach is 
inherently right or wrong. However it was my experience that the children in my 
church wanted to remain in the service. Perhaps this was because they said they 
could understand my adult sermons because they were so plain, or perhaps it was 
because generally I only preached for fifteen minutes. Maybe it was because I was 
somewhat animated in my delivery. In time I became convinced there was a reward 
for allowing children to remain. At the time of invitation to Christian discipleship, 
several children came forward and accepted Christ as their personal Savior. It is 
unlikely that this would have happened in an activity time. Nevertheless this is a 
choice to be made by each individual church. 

The reading and the emphasizing of the biblical text to children may be 
difficult for some pastors. Many feel that the Bible is an adult book, but most of the 
concepts in Scripture contain plain and simple components which the discerning 
minister can give to young children in terms they can understand. The pastor must 
constantly be aware that children’s thinking develops in stages and that each stage is 
vitally important to the next stage. Therefore the Scripture text is just as vital to the 
three-and four-year-old as it is to the seven-and eight-year-old, even though the 
depth of learning from it will vary. 

Be this as it may, the pastor has the duty to make the biblical text the pivot of the 
children’s sermon. This is the only place outside the home where the Bible can be 
applied direcdy to living. If necessary, paraphrase the text When I thought the text 
was too difficult I used either the Today’s English Version or the Living Bible; all 
other texts are given in the New King James Version. 

At the close of the sermon a notation indicates that the objects used to demon¬ 
strate the major ideas should be shown to the congregation. It was my experience 
that the adults wanted to see what the children were to receive. If there were some 
left over, I invited the adults to take them (of course after service). They never 
refused them. 

This book is about children’s sermons—how to preach them, and what you need 
to know to make them successful. Children’s sermons ought not to be read, but 
preached by an ordained minister. They require a deep understanding of Scripture 
and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
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You must not only be knowledgeable about children’s growth and development 
patterns but must also be a person who loves children. If you do not like them, they 
will be a bother to you, and you will be impatient being around them. Believe me 
when I tell you that it requires more skill to successfully deliver a sermon for chil¬ 
dren than it does for adults! Just as the death of a loved one strains the pastor’s 
resources when grieving children have to be comforted and their questions 
answered, so too are they strained producing an effective children’s sermon. 

When the minister comes to the Sunday service with a well-prepared and 
inspired sermon for the children, that minister comes with an armed response to the 
dilemmas of this world which everyone must face. Children’s sermons provide the 
foundation for the adult Christian. They are worth every minute spent on them. If 
you are a minister who has never prepared and given a children’s sermon, give it a 
try. You might be surprised at the dividends it pays. 

This book is a compilation of children’s sermons. Many of them I have preached 
in my pastorate. They do not follow any particular pattern. They do not follow the 
Church calendar, nor do they follow the Lectionary. Each one contains a subject, the 
biblical text, the suggested object, the emphasis, and the body of the sermon. 

Basically they are guides; it is hoped that they inspire pastors who are coming into 
the ministry and those who have already made ministry their life’s work. They 
should prompt and promote your own creative sermons for children. The pastor has 
the obligation to convince, convert, instruct, and lead the young child in the parish 
to Christ through God’s Holy Word, so that the tiny toddler and the budding 
teenager can say, “The Bible tells me so.” 


< 5 * 3 ^ 
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Number One- 

Subject: “The Eye of God” 

Texts: 2 Chronicles 16:9a “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth,” and, Psalms 121:4 “Behold, He who keeps Israel will neither 
slumber nor sleep.” 

Object: A large plastic eye which remains upright even when rolled on the floor. 
Note that there is no eyelid. This item can be found in the better toy stores. 

Emphasis: This eye has no eyelid; the eye remains open all the time. When we 
go to sleep our eyelids close and we do not see anything, but God never sleeps. 

Sermon: 

“How many of you have wondered how parents and teachers know so much 
about you? Don’t you sometimes wonder if they have eyes in the back of their 
heads? Of course they don’t; only God sees everything all the time, both day and 
night. 

“When things go wrong we can be satisfied that God has seen it all, and that 
there is no other one like Him. We must also remember that we must be 
careful what we say and do because God sees all you do and hears all you say. He 
not only sees all and hears all but God will both punish and reward all of us for 
what we do.” 

Allow the children to look at the eye and to examine it, then turn around and 
let the people see it also. Here you may show the children how they can put the 
eye in a pocket where they can look down at it anytime or they can put it on a 
table at home in order to constantly remind then of God’s presence. 

Pass out the eyes. 

Number Two --- 

Subject: “911” 

Text: Matthew 21:22 “And all things, whatsoever you shall ask in prayer, 
believing, you shall receive.” 

Object: A toy cellular telephone (the most desirable one is the one marked for 
ages 3-12). This is the one most like a real telephone. 

Emphasis: Prayer is the Christian’s “911.” 
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Sermon: 

“What does 911 mean to you? Have you ever had to call 911? Nine-one 
is the number we call on our telephones when there is an emergency. Someone 
has to come quickly and do something for us that we cannot do for ourselves. 
Emergency cars that come are police cars, ambulances, and fire trucks. We never 
call them unless it is an emergency. But on God’s telephone of prayer we can call 
anytime for anything; it does not have to be an emergency. God listens to us 
when we are sad, when we are glad, when we are thankful. Even when we are 
angry, He listens and answers us. When you pray to God the line is just like 911; 
it is never busy, and He knows who is calling. 

‘Tour prayers are important to God. All of them are 911 calls. Isn’t that 
wonderful that God cares so much for you that no matter what your prayer is 
about, it is an emergency to Him? 

“When we talk to God, He knows exactly who is making the call. You do not 
even have to tell Him who you are. 

“There is a very old hymn called “The Royal Telephone.” We might learn to 
sing it sometime.” 

Before passing out the telephones, demonstrate to both the children and the 
congregation how the 911 button works. Then pass them out. 


The Royal Telephone 

There will be no charges, Telephone is free; 

It was built for service, Just for you and me. 

There will be no waiting, On this royal line— 

Telephone to glory, Always answers just in time. 

Chorus. 

Telephone to glory, O what joy divine! 

I can feel the current, Moving on the line; 

Built by God the Father, For His loved and own— 

We may talk to Jesus, Thro’ this royal telephone. 

F.M. Lehman Har. by Claudia F. Lehman. 1909 

*Note: This hymn can be found with both words and music in the hymnal 
Gems of Love. Compiled and Edited by Edward C. Deasan, Published by 
Edward C. Deas, 5627 Wabash Avenue Chicago, IL, 1924. It may also be found 
in other older hymnals. 
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Number Three--- 

Subject: “If I Don’t Praise the Lord” 

Text: Psalms 137:6a “If I do not remember Thee, let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth.” 

Object: A small plastic jar of peanut butter. 

Emphasis: We have been created by God. Our lives reach their best when we 
remember God our Creator and never fail to praise Him. 

Sermon: 

“The writer of this psalm knew that if he forgot about God and took all the 
credit for everything accomplished in his life it would not be well for him. He 
even said ‘if I forget God my tongue ought to cleave to my mouth.’ You know if 
your tongue sticks to the roof of your mouth you cannot talk! 

“Have you ever eaten some peanut butter and it stuck to the top of your 
mouth? Then your tongue got stuck there too, trying to get it out! You certainly 
could not talk while all this was going on. Can you imagine being in such a mess 
for a long time? If we do not live our lives as Christians and give God praise for 
all the good things He has given to us, then we may not be able to help 
ourselves. Then, too, we do not just praise the Lord because of our blessings; we 
praise Him just because He is God. If we do not we may not be able to praise 
Him because our tongues may cling to the top of our mouths. 

“What do you think that statement I just made means? When we don’t praise 
God, we are saying to Him that we don’t need Him and that He is nothing to 
us. We don’t want to act that way. As Christians we want to treat others right, 
love our parents, and think clean thoughts. When we do that we are praising the 
Lord. God loves us, cares for us, and looks over us, and we should praise Him 
in these ways. 

“When you eat this peanut butter and it sticks to your mouth think of 
praising God.” 

Show the peanut butter and pass it out. 

Number Four-- 

Subject: “Be Creative” 

Text: Genesis 1:1, 3-4a “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the 
light that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.” 

Object: A container of molding clay. 
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Emphasis: Clay is very easy to manipulate. Children like it because they can 
press it into many shapes. 

Sermon: 

“Our Bible tells us that God made the heavens and the earth and everything 
in it. Then it tells us that God saw that it was good. All that we see and all that 
we possess, He made. Even this clay that you are about to get, He made. 

“Remember that God created a beautiful world; He made the flowers that are 
so beautiful, the trees that we like to look at and all the many things made from 
their wood, and the rich soil on which crops are grown. There are so many 
things that we can think of that we use and need every day which come from 
God’s creation. 

“I want you to think of how God made everything so that He could say (It is 
good.) When you play with this ball of clay and have fun making different 
shapes, think of how you can creatively live your life so that it becomes like the 
world that God made in the beginning: beautiful, lovely, and good. This can 
only be done by accepting Christ and living like him. You will not be perfect 
because you will have to grow in knowing what the Bible says and putting into 
practice what you understand. 

“Being creative means being different. No world or universe had ever been 
created before God did it. You as a Christian can be creative in how you think, 
how you treat others, and how you think a good person is supposed to act. 
Remember you will be creative with your life because you are a Christian. This 
clay is to remind you of that.” 

Pass out the clay. 

Number Five- 

Subject: “Frogs” 

Text: Exodus 8:3 “And the Nile will swarm with frogs, which will come up and 
go into your house and into your bedroom and on your bed, and into the 
houses of your servants and on your people, and into your ovens and into your 
kneading bowls.” 

Object: A toy frog (or any of the other insects that were listed in the ten plagues 
of Egypt). Try an Asian variety store for these. 

Emphasis: God has many ways of telling us what He wants us to hear. 
Sometimes it comes from our teachers in school, sometimes it comes from our 
parents, and sometimes it comes to us through nature. 

Sermon: 

“This text shows us that God tried to tell Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt who 
held the Jews in slavery, to let his people go so that they could worship Him 
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properly. But Pharaoh would not. God said, ‘If you don’t, I will send frogs to 
cover your land. They will get into everything; they will be inside and out.’ Did 
Pharaoh listen, according to our text? What happened? 

“Have you ever disobeyed your parents or teachers? Did anything happen to 
you? We are punished for disobedience. God speaks to us through our parents, 
our teachers, and even our friends. When we do things that are wrong, whether 
anyone tells on us or not, we pay for what we do wrong. When you look at this 
frog, think of how God sent these litde animals to cover everything in that country 
and how unclean everything became because of them. That’s what happens to us 
when we do bad things. We become covered with bad thoughts and bad deeds, 
and we make others unhappy around us.” 

Pass out the frogs and show one to the congregation. 

A fuller biblical passage may be read for this sermon because it would present 
a more complete explanation of the story of the plagues. 

Number Six- 

Subject: “Stay Away from Evil” 

Text: 1 Timothy 6:10a “For the love of money is the root of all evil.” 

Object: A one dollar bill for each child. 

Emphasis: Money is used and needed for many purposes. However because it 
can get us so many things that we must have and want, it has also been turned 
into a means of accomplishing the bad and sinful wishes of people. 

Sermon: 

“How is money used? What do your parents use it for? What do you use it 
for? How many of you receive an allowance? How do you spend it? Do your 
parents ever tell you how you should spend any of your money? Do you ever tell 
them how you spent your money? Has another child ever offered you some 
money to do something wrong? Have you ever offered your brother or sister 
money not to tell on you? That is called a bribe. It is using money for evil. When 
you think bad thoughts, and try act them out by paying money to get them done, 
that is evil. This is what the Apostle Paul was telling Timothy in this letter to 
him. 

“When you receive money from your parents, from others, or for any chore 
you might do, always think: ‘What shall I do with it as a Christian child?’ 
Remember, we do not have to spend money as soon as we get it; neither should 
we always buy something just because we want it. We may be hungry and want 
candy, but if we know that sweets in large amounts are bad for our teeth and 
health, then we also know that our parents are not pleased when we go to the 
dentist with cavities. Don’t make choices with your money that are bad for 
yourselves and for your parents. Such choices are bad and evil. 





The Bible Tells Me So: Children’s Sermons for the Pastor 


“I want to see who can save this dollar and bring this same one back next 
Sunday. If you can do this, you are on the road to saying ‘no’ to the bad use of 
money in other things.” 

Note: Next Sunday reward them with another new dollar. 

Number Seven- 

Subject: “Changed” or “Transformed” (depending on the mental age of the 
child) 

Text: Romans 6:11 “So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive 
to God in Christ Jesus.” 

Object: A small ceramic butterfly. 

Emphasis: Change takes place in everything: in ourselves, in nature, and in the 
things we make. 

Sermon: 

“Can someone tell me the kind of change that Paul is talking about in his 
letter? It is really a kind of miracle. It is the kind of change that we cannot see. 
We can see the change when we make a cake out of flour, sugar, eggs, milk, but¬ 
ter, and flavoring, or make a chair or a table from the wood of a tree. The kind 
of change Paul is talking about is most like a butterfly. Butterflies start out as big 
worms that most of us don’t like, and we run from them. Soon, however, they 
form cocoons. One sunny and warm day, the butterfly breaks out of its cocoon. 
It has been changed into the beautiful creature which we love so much. They 
even sell butterfly nets so that you can catch them and look at them! 

“Paul is telling us in this text that we as Christians must live as if we are dead 
to sin and wrongdoing and break out alive to God in Christ Jesus. Sin is ugly; 
sin is dangerous; sin makes us so that people don’t like us. Being a Christian 
makes us beautiful so that others come to us and want to be as beautiful as we 
are.” 

Special theological emphasis may be given here. 

Pass out the butterflies and let the people see them. 

Number Eight- 

Subject: “Praise Him” 

Text: Psalms 150:3-6 “Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him 
with the lute and harp. Praise him with the tambourine and dance: praise him 
with stringed instruments and organs. Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise 
him upon the high sounding cymbals. Let everything that hath breath praise the 
Lord. Praise ye the Lord.” 
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Object: A child’s tambourine, toy horn, or drum. 

Emphasis: Praise requires overt action, such as singing, dancing, or playing an 
instrument, or a combination of these. 

Sermon: 

“When we become Christians we ought to praise God and find ways to do it. 
When we go to a ball game there is a lot of activity. People are playing the game; 
people are watching the game; people are cheering the players. Some people 
take sides and give special cheers for their team. They scream, they yell, they 
sometimes even get into arguments over their teams. There are cheerleaders 
who have practiced how to give special cheers for each side. 

“Christians have much more to cheer about than people at a ball game, or any 
other sporting activity. One thing should always keep our attention, and that is 
eternal life, which is offered to every believer absolutely free. We do not have to 
buy a ticket to get life eternal. We should praise God always, and we should not 
be afraid to do so. Come now, let us praise Him with what we have.” 

The minister may lead the children in beating the tambourines to a suitable 
hymn and a brisk dancing step out. 

Number Nine-—- 

Subject: “God Is Light” 

Text: Psalms 119:105 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path.” 

Object: A small lamp or a flashlight. 

Emphasis: We have to have light to stay alive, and everything that grows has to 
have light. Human beings need more than just the physical aspect of light; we 
must have spiritual light to give our lives the meaning we need. When we believe 
in God, and invite his son, Jesus Christ, into our lives and study his Word then 
we have that light. 

Sermon: 

“When we come to Sunday School, when we listen to sermons, when we 
decide to become Christians, we are accepting God’s Word. When we come to 
know God’s Word, and we believe it, then his Word becomes light to us. This is 
what it means: We come to know what is wrong and what is right; we pray and 
we do what is right. Even though our friends and people we may know at school 
do not do the right thing, we see clearly what is right because we know what 
God’s Word says about the things we see all around us. 

“His Word makes it clearer what we should do, what we should say, and even 
how we should feel. God’s Word wells us how we should live as we grow up; it 
not only serves us each day and in each moment’s situation, but it gives us 
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understanding for the future. We don't have to look for someone to tell our 
fortune because we know that God has given us a light in his Word which 
guarantees his presence with us and his protective guidance. No fortune teller 
can give us this. As Christians we are admitting that we are guided by the light 
of God's Word through Jesus Christ.” 

Show the flashlight or the lamp to the people, then give them to the children. 
If possible turn off the lights for a moment in the sanctuary to indicate life 
without God’s Word. 

Number Ten- 

Subject: “The Staff of Life” 

Text: John 6:35a “And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life:” 

Object: A bread roll placed in a small plastic bag. 

Emphasis: Seldom do we think of a meal without a piece of bread. In Christian 
life Jesus Christ is the center. It is his life we study to understand what we believe 
as Christians. Therefore, we believe that Jesus is what he said he was: “the bread 
of life.” 

Sermon: 

“Boys and girls, I am going to try to show you how Jesus is truly the ‘bread 
of life.' If we do what Christ taught, if we study what Christ taught, if we love 
each other as Christ taught, and if we pray, believing that God will answer our 
prayers through Jesus Christ, it is impossible for us to be failures or unhappy in 
our living. Jesus did not promise us everything that we ever wanted; we may 
want things that may be harmful to us. Jesus knows that. Keep in mind Jesus said 
‘I am the bread of life.' He did not say ‘I am the candy, cake, or pie of life!’ 

“God provides us with our earthly physical needs as well as our spiritual 
needs. But we must remember that sin may keep us from what God would give 
us. We can mess up what is waiting for us in God's plan for us. If we do wrong, 
God waits to give us what He has waiting for us to receive. We must be serious 
about deciding to be a Christian. There is a time to make that decision set aside 
in every Sunday morning church service. When you feel you are ready to make 
that decision your minister will encourage you to do so.” 

Here the minister will set forth the appropriate theological precepts for the 
church. 

Hand out the bread. 


(^11^ 




ElflepaJ. Tate 


Number Eleven--- 

Subject: “Surprise” 

Text: Daniel 6:22a “My god sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they 
have not harmed me.” 

Object: Cracker Jacks (with the hidden prize inside). 

Emphasis: When we are most afraid, when we think nothing can be done about 
our situation, God steps in and helps us. 

Sermon: 

“There is a mind-griping story in the Book of Daniel. Daniel finds himself 
cast into a lions’ den. Lions eat people. They are dangerous wild animals. How 
did Daniel get in this mess? What did he do? Daniel pleased the king so much 
that he wanted to make Daniel head governor over the kingdom. However the 
other governors became jealous of him and designed to get him in serious 
trouble. They drew up an order which the king signed, that anyone who prayed 
to anyone other than this king would be cast into a den of lions. 

“But Daniel continued to pray to God as he always had, so he was cast into 
the den of lions! In the morning when they went to the den, there was Daniel 
without a scratch on him! God had a surprise waiting for everyone: He shut the 
lions’ mouths so that they could not harm Daniel. 

“God is full of surprises for all of us if we will but serve Him. But we must be 
faithful when we are faced with danger and situations which are out of our 
control. We must be prepared to receive God’s surprises. When you eat this box 
of cracker jacks and you find the surprise, think of two things: Daniel being 
saved in the lions’ den, and the wonderful surprises that God has in store for you 
when you believe in Him and live your life for Him in spite of what others do 
or do to you.” 

Pass out the Cracker Jacks. 

Number Twelve- 

Subject: “Like a Sponge” 

Text: Psalms 1:1-2 “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 
But his delight is in the Law of the Lord, and in his Law he meditates day and 
night.” 

Object: Sponges. 

Emphasis: We become like the people with whom we keep company, how we 
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spend our time, and where we spend our time. We soak up our environment, and 
it shows in what we do and think. 

Sermon: 

“If you put a sponge in a puddle of water, what happens to the sponge? Some 
people have the nickname ‘Sponge.’ This name usually means people who have 
no backbone, who let others determine what they do, what they should say, and 
how they spend their time. Our text today says that those who choose to fill 
themselves with God’s Word (or Law) are blessed. God looks with favor on 
those who love His Word and become sponges for Him. 

“Those who love God and his Word do not choose the company of the 
ungodly; they do not even spend time talking to them. Instead they choose the 
company of persons like themselves who love God, the Bible, and Christ. This 
way there is no room for bad thoughts, bad deeds, or for those who make fun of 
God’s Word and His ways. 

“How many of you are willing to be a sponge for God?” 

At this point the minister may extend an invitation to Christian discipleship 
according to church denomination. 

Show the sponges and pass them out. 

Number Thirteen- 

Subject: “Lasting Goodness” 

Text: Psalms 100:4c-5 “Be thankful to him, and bless his name, For the Lord is 
good; his mercy is everlasting, And his truth endures to all generations.” 

Object: Hershey candy bars. 

Emphasis: In 1903 Milton Hershey spent his time perfecting a chocolate bar. 
His factory was known as Hershey, and his chocolate candy bar was sought after 
all around the world. 

Sermon: 

“How many of you have ever eaten a Hershey’s chocolate bar? Was it good? 
This candy bar has been sold for many years. For over ninety years Americans 
have enjoyed the lasting goodness of Mr. Hershey’s hard work in making a good 
candy bar. 

“For the Christian God and his mercy, salvation through His Son, Jesus 
Christ, is our lasting goodness. How grateful we should be to God our heavenly 
Father for His love and care, which lasts forever. God forgives us of our sins. He 
has mercy toward us and His truth never fails. 

“When you eat this Hershey bar, think of how long we have enjoyed them— 
almost a hundred years, longer than your parents and grandparents have been alive. 
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Chorus: ‘Jesus never fails; 

“Jesus never fails. 

“Heaven and earth may pass away 
“But Jesus never fails.”’ 

Let the children and audience see the Hershey bars and pass them out. 

Number Fourteen- 

Subject: “Newness of Life” 

Text: Romans 6:4 “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into 
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father 
even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 

Object: A small box of raisins. 

Emphasis: Things can change and be better than they were before. With Christ 
life is always better than it was before we accepted Him. 

Sermon: 

“Raisins are grapes that have been dried in the sun. They become sweeter 
than fresh grapes, and they last indefinitely. Most of us who like grapes like 
raisins also. As children we like ourselves the way we are, but when we accept 
Christ into our lives we know life is better. Life becomes new in the sense that 
we know that our heavenly Father watches over us and that Jesus Christ, His 
Son, is our personal Savior. We become new creatures just like the grape that is 
dried in the sun and turns into a sweet delicious raisin. 

“Remember the grape must undergo a process of change; this change does 
not just happen automatically, and neither do we become Christians automatically. 
The grape must be picked by hand and put in shallow trays, then they must dry 
in the sun for several weeks. While they are drying, they are turned often so that 
they will be sweet all over. Then they are cleaned and the stems removed. 

“At some time we must make our own personal choice to follow Jesus. After 
we have made the choice to live in the newness of life, we must understand that, 
like the grape which changes to a raisin, we also require time to become like 
Christ. Coming to Church School, praying, and hearing God’s Word are all part 
of that changing process. When adulthood arrives then the grape has become 
the naturally sweet and long lasting raisin called ‘newness of life.’” 

Pass out the raisins. 
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Number Fifteen-—- 

Subject: “God’s Forgiveness” 

Text: Psalms 130:3-4 “If you, Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could 
stand? But there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared.” 

Object: A pencil eraser (1-2 inches long). 

Emphasis: When we ask God to forgive us our sins (iniquities), He wipes them 
out and remembers them no more. 

Sermon: 

“Aren’t you glad that God is able and willing to forgive us our sins? Aren’t you 
glad that He doesn’t even remember them against us? If God treated us according 
to how we thought and acted, He would be angry with us most of the time! First 
we must acknowledge Him as God Almighty and then pray and ask Him to 
forgive us. 

“When you are doing your school work and you make a mistake on your 
paper, you use an eraser to get rid of the wrong answer by using it to make a 
clean spot to start over. But have you ever not had an eraser? What did you do 
when you made a mistake? Did you want to hide your paper from the teacher, 
or did you want to crush it up and throw it away? I have seen children do both. 

“Aren’t you glad that God does not feel that way about us? If He did not have 
that great big eraser called forgiveness, He would do just that by keeping us 
from his Presence or just getting rid of us. We would be forever lost. When you 
pray and ask God to forgive you, He just takes that great big eraser of His and 
wipes away all of our misdoings.” 

Here may be added special theological principles. 

Show the erasers and pass them out. 

Number Sixteen-- 

Subject: “A Big Fish Story” 

Text: John 21:3, 5-6 “Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said 
to him, We are going with you also.’ They went out and immediately got into 
the boat, and that night they caught nothing. 

“Then Jesus said to them, ‘Children, have you any food?’ They answered 
Him, ‘No.’ And He said to them, ‘Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and 
you will find some.’ So they cast, and now they were not able to draw it in 
because of the multitude of fish.” 

Object: A fish made of either paper or ceramic. 
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Emphasis: When people go fishing they usually come back with a good fish 
story. Many of these stories are not exactly true. Often it is said that they caught 
a huge fish but it got away or the net broke and they lost all the fish! 

Sermon: 

“Have any of you have ever gone fishing? What happened? Did you come 
back with a big fish story? 

“This fish story in the Bible is in every sense a big fish story. They fished all 
night and didn’t catch one fish! In the morning Jesus meets them at the shore 
and asks them what they had caught. They were honest and said ‘Nothing at all.’ 
Then Jesus told them to throw the net on the right side of the boat, so they 
would catch some. They did just as He said, and they caught so many fish that 
all of the men could not haul them into the boat. And guess what? They all had 
to get out and pull on the net as hard as they could to get all of those fish they 
caught. Now that is a real true big fish story! 

“This fish story tells us about following Jesus. He will tell us when we are 
fishing on the wrong side of the boat. He will tell us when our lives are being 
lived in the wrong way. All we have to do is to say ‘yes’ and make a change.” 
Show the fish to the people and pass them out. 

Number Seventeen-— 

Subject: “No Idols” 

Text: Exodus: 20:3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.” 

Object: A toy car. 

Emphasis: Many people fail to realize that an idol is anything put before God or in the 
place of God. Sometimes we love certain things so much that they become an idol. 
Sermon: 

“What do you like most of all the things you have? (Let the children 
respond.) Do you wish for something that you really dream about a lot? You can 
even idolize a person so that they become your idol. God says that He does not 
want us to have any gods before Him. 

“He brought the Hebrews out of Egypt, and God has done a lot for us too. 
He sent his Son into the world to bring us eternal salvation. He has done so 
much for us that no one else could do that we worship Him and Him alone.” 

Show the car to the children and to the congregation, and then pass one out 
to each child. 

“All of us like a nice car, and most adults as well as children want a very 
expensive one, if possible. Many people idolize their cars; they spend the Lord’s 
day washing and polishing them and admiring how beautiful they look. This car 
is just a sample of all the many things that can be made into an idol. Even 
people can become idols, and we can honor them almost as God. 
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“Not making things or people your idol does not mean that we should not 
want nice and expensive things or set people up as our examples. God wants us 
the have material things and use others as good examples, but we are not to cross 
the line into making them idols.” 

Number Eighteen- 

Subject: “Make A New Year’s Resolution” 

Text: Exodus 20:8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” 

Object: A children’s calendar for the New Year. 

Emphasis: Our calendar is divided into months, weeks, and days. Sunday is the 
first day of the week, and it is special to the Christian, 

Sermon: 

Ask the children if anyone sees where Sunday is found on the calendar (use 
the month of January). “Sunday is the Lord’s Day. It is extra special to the 
Christian because it is the day that Jesus Christ rose from the dead. It is set apart 
from the other six days, 

“All of our daily activities center around the days of the calendar. If we are 
adults, we go to work during the week. If we are children we go to school at that 
time. This month of January is the first month of this new year. Don’t you think 
that this being the very first Sunday of a brand new year that we ought to make 
some kind of a resolution? What is a resolution to you? What does it mean? It 
is really a promise to ourselves that we will try very hard to do some good thing. 

“How about trying to remember the Sabbath day and to keep it holy? How 
would you do this? Let’s hear what you think. Allow the children to speak. Do 
you think you could do better than last year How? Allow for response. Let’s take 
the first part of this text, to remember the Sabbath day and see if we can do that 
this year. The older children (ten years and up) can include the last part, ‘and 
keep it holy. ‘I want you to think about what ‘holy’ means and be ready next 
Sunday to tell me the meaning of ‘holy’.” 

Pass out the calendars and show one to the people. 

Number Nineteen- 

Subject: “Now and Later” 

Text: Acts 26:28 “Then Agrippa said to Paul, ‘You almost persuade me to 
become a Christian’.” 

Object: Now and Later, a tropical punch flavored candy. It is about one and a 
half inches long, one inch wide, and one inch high. 
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Emphasis: Delay is never good on important things which we may not have an 
opportunity to do again. Many times both adults and children tend to put off 
making a choice that is necessary for their own good. 

Sermon: 

“Paul, the Apostle, is giving his speech before King Agrippa about his 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and about his experiences in preaching the Gospel. 
Finally he turns to the King himself and asks him ‘Do you believe the prophets?’ 
King Agrippa answers, ‘Almost you persuade me to become a Christian.’ At that 
time he had a chance to become a Christian, but we have nothing to show that 
he did at a later time. There is no more important time to make such an important 
choice than the present. When we feel that God is speaking to us we should not 
keep still and try to think about something else, but we should come to our 
minister and say that we would like to be a Christian and have our name placed 
with the other members of the church to which we belong.” 

Here specific theological principles may be given to link this text to this 
important decision. Each denomination has its specific guidelines for this 
spiritual event. 

Pass out the Now and Later candy and hopefully a few will be left for some 
in the congregation. 

Number Twenty- 

Subject: Alexander Pushkin, “Russia’s Greatest Poet” (1799-1837). Suitable for 
Black History Month. 

Test: Isaiah 40:5 “The glory of the Lord shall be revealed. And all flesh shall see 
it together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

Object: Form on following page. 

Emphasis: Persons of African descent are not only found in the United States 
and Africa, but in many other parts of the world. Pushkin was the grandson of 
Abram Hannibal, an African who achieved greatness in the armies of the Czars. 

Sermon: 

“Alexander Pushkin was the first great writer of modern Russia. He wrote 
many stories, plays, and poems, but poetry was his life. In his poetry Pushkin 
expressed his concern with the rights of the person in place of the state. His 
many books of poems and novels are still widely read, especially in Russia. 

“His life was short but well-lived. Pushkin still speaks to the world through 
his poetic works written so long ago. 

“We should remember that while African Americans in the United States 
were enslaved, he was doing his work in Russia. He gave his work to every 
culture and country even though others of his race were not free to do what he 
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had done. During Black History Month remember ‘Russia’s Greatest Poet.’” 

The following form can be duplicated for children ages ten-twelve. It is 
related to the sermon, and takes the place of the usual object for the sermon. The 
form includes an excerpt from one of Pushkin’s poems, and a reference for reading. 

YOUR NAME: _ 

1. Is there a lesson that Christians can learn from Pushkin’s short life? 

Write one: ___ 


2. Do you know your talents? 
Write one of them:_ 


What are you doing with it (or them)? 


An Orphan 

Our slender young apple tree 

Has no spreading branch nor top to it, 

Our tender young bride to be 

Has no father nor mother to care for her, 

She has no one to see her off, 

No one to bestow a blessing on her. 

A Wedding Song. From “The Captain’s Daughter,” a story by Alexander 
Pushkin, a Russian of African descent. 
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Number Twenty-one--- 

Subject: “Don’t Give Up” 

Text: Matthew 24:13 “But he who endures to the end shall be saved,” 

Object: A toy turtle, either ceramic or plastic. Plastic is better for small children. 

Emphasis: To be a good Christian requires that we do the right thing even 
though we may not seem to be getting as far ahead as others. 

Sermon: 

“Boys and girls, have you ever seen people who are dishonest? Do they get 
what you want so much? Have you even ever wondered whether it was worth it 
to be a Christian? 

“Well, I want to give you an example of an animal who looks like it is unable 
to do anything because it moves so slowly. It is the turtle! He never gets in a 
hurry and if anything tries to hurt him he just tucks his head under his great big 
hard shell and puts his feet under it, too, until the danger is past. The turtle has 
excellent senses of sight, taste, and touch, and also hears well, though you 
cannot see his ears. Perhaps the turtle lives well over one hundred years because 
he has sharp senses which he uses constantly and he is never in a hurry. 

“Christians should look at the turtle; perhaps then we would understand what 
Jesus meant when he said: “He who endures to the end shall be saved.” This 
means that you, boys and girls, should always do the right thing: tell the truth; 
keep your faith in God: pray and know each day that God will see you through 
your lives successfully. It is not how hopefully you start out being a Christian, 
but whether you come to adulthood still a Christian. Take time to find out what 
is right and what and what is wrong; listen to your parents, your pastor, and your 
teachers. It takes time to do this well, but salvation is your reward.” 

Show the turtles and pass them out. 

Number Twenty-two —- 

Subject: “Three Times a Day” 

Text: Daniel: 6:1 Ob “And in his upper room, with his windows open toward 
Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave 
thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days.” 

Object: A compass watch. 

Emphasis: The hand on a compass always points to north. When we know where 
north is we can find anywhere we want to go. We do not have to be lost. Daniel’s 
compass was prayer; he used it to get to God, whether he was in trouble or not. 
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Sermon: 

"When we become Christians, we get into trouble when we trust only in 
ourselves. We can come to God and talk to Him in prayer at any time, not only 
when we have a serious problem, Daniel prayed three times a day, every day, 
whether he had a problem or not. 

“On this day his life was threatened if he prayed to his God and not to the 
king of the land. He was determined that he would pray as he always had to his 
God. He used the compass of prayer to talk to God about his problem. When 
they decided to throw him into the lion’s den he was no doubt scared, but he 
kept talking to God in prayer even as he went into the den. God shut the lions’ 
mouths and he came out without a scratch! The compass not only leads us to 
prayer, but it is the way that takes us to the answer to our prayer. God hears our 
prayer, sees our difficulty, and does something about it. 

Show the children how the needle on the compass points to north no matter 
how the watch is turned. 

That’s the way prayer is: no matter where we are, no matter what is wrong 
prayer is heard by God and it changes things.” 

Hold a compass up for the people to see and then pass them all out. 

Number Twenty-three- 

Subject: “Good Grief: An Easter Sermon” 

Text: Luke 24:6-7 “He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you 
when He was still in Galilee, saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’” 

Object: A cross for each child. 

Emphasis: Much of what we experience may cause us pain and sorrow, but in 
the end happiness comes from them. Death is one of those experiences that 
bring us grief, but Easter comes and grief turns into good grief. 

Sermon:: 

“How many of you have ever had a death in the family? How did you feel? 
The followers of Jesus were very sad when He was crucified and placed in a 
tomb. He had told them that on the third day He would rise again, but they were 
so sad that they forgot that He had said this. 

“When the first day of the week came, He rose from the grave and their grief 
turned to joy. As you grow older lots of things are going to take place in your 
life. Some things will be sad, like the death of people in your family. When these 
things happen, try to remember that this grief is good grief because God, 
through Jesus, changed death into life for all of us through His resurrection. 
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“This cross that I am going to give you is to be used as a daily reminder that 
death is good grief through Jesus Christ” 

Hold up one for the congregation to see, then pass them out 

Number Twenty-four-- 

Subject: “Talk Back: A Palm Sunday Sermon” 

Text: Luke 19:39-40 “And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, 
‘Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.’ But he answered and said to them, ‘I tell you 
that of these should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out.’” 

Object: Polished stones of different colors, if possible. 

Emphasis: This Palm Sunday we should be especially aware of the majesty of 
God since even the heavens declare His Glory; therefore “talk back” is good 
behavior on this praise Sunday. 

Sermon: 

“God gave us the power to choose: we can do right, we can do wrong, we can 
break the commandments, we can keep them; we can praise God or we can keep 
still. But if we look around us, nature continually praises God with its beautiful 
unfolding every morning. In this text it simply says that if we don’t praise Him 
the rocks will cry out! 

“God gave us a choice, but nature is governed by the Divine Hand. One thing 
is sure: If we don’t praise God, nature will. 

“We can live our lives as if God doesn’t exist, but that doesn’t mean that God 
will go without praises. Why we should praise God? Why do you think Jesus’ 
disciples cried ‘Hosanna’ as Jesus began to ride into Jerusalem? They knew that 
Jesus was God’s Son and that He was doing God’s Will as He started out to the 
Holy City. 

“As children you can praise God in many ways. You can praise Him when you 
come to Church on Sunday to sing and pray. You praise Him when you practice 
what you learn here about Jesus and God. You praise Him when you say to 
yourself: ‘I’m not going to make the rocks cry out to praise Him; I’m going to 
do it myself!’ 

“Boys and girls, I am going to give each of you a rock and I want you to put 
it somewhere that you can see it everyday. When you look at it say to yourself, 
‘Did I praise God today?”’ 

Pass out the stones to the children and keep one to show to the congregation. 


c^22^) 



The Bible Tells Me So: Children’s Sermons for the Pastor 


Number Twenty-five-—--— 

Subject: “Be a Shepherd: A Christmas Eve Sermon” 

Text: Luke 2:8, 10-11 

“Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, 
for behold, I bring you good tidings of joy which will be to all people. For there 
is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”’ 

Object: A small replica of a shepherd’s staff. 

Emphasis: Shepherds work outdoors and are close to nature. Because they were 
outside watching their sheep that night, they were the first ones to see the star, 
hear the angels, and learn of Christ’s birth. 

Sermon: 

“When the shepherds heard the angels speak to them they were afraid 
because they had never seen anything like this before. They had seen the Glory 
of the Lord in a super bright star; they heard the angel tell them about a Savior 
who had been born. 

“This staff can help you accept how important it is to hear God’s message 
even if it causes you to be afraid. This staff also tells us that God speaks to the 
poor shepherd. He might well have come to the rich in a palace, but that was not 
His choice; He came to the lowly shepherds watching some sheep on a hillside 
outside of Bethlehem. They were not highly educated, nor ready to question 
what they saw and heard. They were afraid because they saw the Glory of God 
in the angels and the star. As children you are much like those shepherds: 
Christmas comes to you with bright eyes, open mouths, squeals of surprise and 
delight at the sight of Christmas morning. 

Try to live your life as those shepherds, standing in wonder and delight at the 
Glory of God not only at the arrival of Christmas, but at life itself, which God 
gives. These staves will help you do that. 

Pass them out. 

Number Twenty-six--- 

Subject: “Honor: A Mother’s Day Sermon” 

Text: Exodus 20:12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” 

Object: Bookmarks with the Ten Commandments on them. Circle this 
commandment with a bold pen. 
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Emphasis: The family is still a basic part of our society. It can only remain so 
when the foundational relationships within it are kept strong. 

Sermon: 

“Boys and girls, does anyone know what special day this is? Today is Mother’s 
Day. Our text found in the book of Exodus was written many centuries ago, but 
it still has meaning for us. Honor means that we must value highly, show respect, 
and obey our parents. Today we are talking about our mothers. 

“Sometimes our mothers do not always please us, but God did not say that 
then we do not have to honor them. We just honor and respect them because 
they are our mothers. When you receive your bookmark, you will see that this 
commandment is circled. Put it in a book that you will use every day, and as you 
move it from place to place in your book, think of how you have honored your 
mother that day. 

“Children, you should be glad that you are alive because that alone should 
cause you to honor your mother; no one has created himself or herself. Even as 
adults we should continue to honor our mothers. This day has been set aside to 
remind us of that. Think of how you can show your love and respect for your 
mother today in a special way.” 

Pass out the bookmarks. 

Number Twenty-seven--- 

Subject: “His Eye Is on the Sparrow” 

Text: Matthew 6:28a-29 “Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was 
not arrayed like one of these.” 

Object: A picture of a sparrow and a lily for each child. 

Emphasis: God takes care of a lot of things about which we worry. 

Sermon: 

“How many of you have seen a sparrow? Have you noticed how small he is? 
Do you know a lily when you see one? Have you noticed how beautiful and 
graceful they look? God takes care of both of them. God put instincts in the 
sparrow that leads him to fly south when it gets cold so that he will not freeze 
to death and so he can find food to stay alive. It is God’s hand that makes the lily 
so beautiful. If God does all that for a tiny little bird and for a single flower, we 
know He takes care of us. The hymn ‘His Eye Is On the Sparrow 5 says it well: 
‘His Eye Is On the Sparrow and I know He watches me.’ 

“‘I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free.’ 

“We are indeed free when we think about the sparrow and the lily; we are free 
from unnecessary worry, because God is our Heavenly Father who always cares 
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and watches over us. This does not mean that we sit down and do nothing. It 
means that we trust God to help us to do what we have to do well: go to school, 
succeed at our work at home and at school, come to church and learn how to be 
good Christians. In all that you do, keep saying to yourself: His eye is on the spar¬ 
row and I know He watches Me. Then you will become beautifiil like the lily.” 
Show the pictures to the congregation and then pass them out. 

Number Twenty-eight-— 

Subject: “Don’t Be Lazy” 

Text: Proverbs 6:6-11 “Lazy people should learn a lesson from the way ants live. 
They have no leader, chief or ruler, but they store up their food during the 
summer, getting ready for winter. How long is the lazy man going to lie around? 
When is he ever going to get up? ‘I’ll just take a short nap,’ he says; ‘I’ll fold my 
hands and rest a while.’ But while he sleeps, poverty will attack him like an 
armed robber.” Today’s English Version 

Object: A plastic ant placed in a small clear plastic cup. These ants can be found 
at zoo gift shops, and the cups can be found at food distribution stores. They are 
usually called taco sauce cups. 

Emphasis: The industriousness of the ant should shame people who are lazy. 
Procrastination, lack of motivation, and the absence of discipline are against 
God’s plan for us. Learning the lesson of the ant should begin in childhood. 

Sermon: 

“Have you ever had anyone tell you, ‘Don’t be so lazy, get up and do your 
work?’ The Bible speaks of laziness as leading to poverty. The Book of Proverbs 
says that if you look at an ant and see how it works, you will be ashamed of 
yourself for being lazy. Ants work hard, store up food, and get ready for winter. 

“Have you ever seen ants standing still, not moving at all? They are always 
moving, doing their work. Why do you think this passage of scripture is found 
in the Bible? Probably because God expects Christians to be as good at their 
tasks as ants are at theirs! If you, boys and girls, get lazy and fail to do your 
school work and homework assignments, you will not be able to make good 
grades and do well at anything. 

“If you sleep all day you will do nothing, and everything will remain undone. 
As Christian boys and girls, let us not be lazy.” 

Show the ants in the cups and pass them out. 
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Number Twenty-nine- 

Subject: “A Good Name” 

Text: Proverbs 22:1 “A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 
loving favor rather than silver or gold.” 

Object: A Mr. Goodbar candy bar. 

Emphasis: A person cannot buy a good name. A good name is part of your 
reputation and character. 

Sermon: 

“Do you know someone who has a bad name? What do you think caused that 
person to have a bad name? Give the children an opportunity to answer. What 
do you think you can do to avoid having a bad name? Urge the children to think 
about this one. 

“How we live and how we treat others has much to say about ourselves. If we 
only do good things to have people say nice things about us, we have a good 
reputation, but if we do what is right because our heart and attitudes tell us to, 
we have a good character. A good name comes from both what people say about 
us and who we really are on the inside. 

“The longer we live, who we really are on the inside comes out to others. It 
is only for a short while that we can fool people about who we truly are. Our true 
selves are first seen in our homes; our parents are the first to know us. Then our 
playmates and our teachers begin to know us. A good name is to be valued, 
because it tells others a lot about us. 

“When we cheat, are dishonest with others, and hurt others in any way, or 
even abuse animals, we are destroying our reputations and characters. Then our 
good name becomes a bad name and it is hard to change that. So remember what 
the text says: ‘A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches....”’ 

Pass out the Mr. Goodbars. 

Number Thirty- 

Subject: “Just a Little Bit” 

Text: Matthew 17:20b “If you have faith as a mustard seed, you shall say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it shall move; and nothing shall be 
impossible to you.” 

Object: A few mustard seeds in plastic bags. 

Emphasis: Jesus used a tiny mustard seed as example of what a little faith can do. 
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Sermon: 

“Do you know how small a mustard seed is? Do you know what it looks like? 

I will show you. Hold up one of the bags. Let the children see how small each 
seed is. 

“Jesus wanted His disciples to understand that they did not have to worry 
about getting a lot of faith to accomplish great things in their lives. It mattered 
that they were sincere and honest and believing in Him with their faith. Now 
Jesus was not talking about their faith in themselves; He was talking about their 
faith in Him. It is all right for us to have confidence in ourselves and to know 
that we are able to do certain things, but we must remember that God has given 
us the mind, the talents, the energy, the parents, and all necessary resources to 
do the things we do. However there are times when we go to God in prayer 
asking for something that we cannot get by ourselves. We must remember that 
we don’t have to wait until we think we have a whole lot of faith. 

“Isn’t God wonderful that He sent His Son Jesus into the world to tell us that 
we don’t need a whole lot of faith, only as much as a teeny-weeny mustard seed! 
That’s all you need. When you have tasks that seem too great for you to do, take 
your faith, no matter how small, and look at this mustard seed. Know that with 
that little bit of faith all things are possible with God.” 

Show one of the bags to the congregation, then pass them out. 

Number Thirty-one- 

Subject: “Don’t Be Selfish” 

Text: Luke 6:38a “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together, and running over,...” 

Object: Twelve-inch rulers. 

Emphasis: Even though we have exact measuring instruments, measurements 
can be increased or decreased depending on the attitude and intention of the 
person doing the measuring. 

Sermon: 

“Jesus’ message is always one of good will and giving. He even has something 
to tell us about dealing with material things which are so important to most of 
us. Be generous in giving, He says. Give as if you really want to, because then 
you shall be given to, and what a pleasant surprise that will be. You will probably 
not even be expecting it! 

“Jesus says that you will not only get good measure, which is fair, but that this 
good measure will be pressed down and shaken together until it runs over the 
top of the container! A giving spirit and a loving heart will give good measure, 
and then, out of the depth of that goodness, more will be added. 

“Wouldn’t the world be a better place if everyone were like that? Boys and 
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girls, you can develop this attitude in childhood. The name of the game is, ‘don’t 
be selfish.’ 

“You are going to get a twelve-inch ruler. This ruler has twelve inches marked 
off on it. I want you to think about this ruler when you are asked to do a task for 
someone. That someone might be your mother. If she asks you to pick up your 
toys, try to do a little more than that. Pick up other things in the room that need 
to be put away, like your clothes and your shoes. If you just pick up your toys 
you have just done a ruler’s worth, but if you do more than that, you have gone 
well beyond what your mother asked you to do and she will be so happy.” 

Show the rulers and pass them out. 

Number Thirty-two- 

Subject: “What We See” 

Text: I Corinthians 13:12 “For now we see through a glass darkly; but then face 
to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.” 

Object: Sunglasses for children in varying sizes. 

Emphasis: Living as a Christian involves a progressive learning process. Children 
are on an entirely different level than their parents or other adults. As children 
grow older their ability to comprehend the Christian faith and to read the Bible 
increases. 

Sermon: 

“Boys and girls, how many of you have worn sunglasses? Why do we wear 
sunglasses? This text today can make us think of sunglasses, because Paul says 
‘we see through a glass darkly’; when we are children, we don’t see things as 
adults do; neither do we completely understand being a Christian as adults do. 
As we grow older, we understand more, and we are able to take the Bible and 
read its pages with interest. Now you are learning only the basic simple truths 
in Sunday School and during church time. In other words, you learn on a child’s 
level. Paul probably had in mind not only adults who were just becoming 
Christians but children too. It takes a long time to read the Bible all the way 
through and to use its teachings in everyday living. 

“We see only part of what we will see; we learn little by little to hear and 
recognize God’s voice. It takes time to grow in faith so it is like looking through 
a dark glass and not seeing everything that is out there. 

“When you get these sunglasses I want you to think about how you have 
added to your store of Christian understanding in the last year. Think of how 
much more of the Bible you know today than you knew even last month.” 

Show the sunglasses and pass them out. 
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Number Thirty-three----- 

Subject: “Don’t Be Wasteful” 

Text: John 6:12 “When they were all full, He said to his disciples, ‘Gather the 
pieces left over; let us not waste a bit.’” Today’s English Version 

Object: A small basket. 

Emphasis: We do not always use all that we buy or are given. However we 
should not throw away what is not used, for it can be put to use later. Jesus 
taught us in this miracle to not be wasteful. 

Sermon: 

“This text is taken from a miracle story. Jesus is faced with a large crowd of 
hungry people. One of His disciples saw a boy there with five loaves of bread and 
two small fish. They were brought to Jesus, and He turned that small amount of 
food into enough to feed five thousand people! When the people were finished 
eaten, there was food left over. Jesus told his disciples to gather up what was left 
so that nothing be wasted. 

“When we are full we tend to forget that we will get hungry again. The same 
is true of things that we possess. After we have all we need, we tend to be 
careless and wasteful. Boys and girls, I want you to think of being thrifty and not 
wasting when you take these baskets. They are empty, but I want you to think of 
what Jesus told his disciples to do with what was left. 

“Here in the United States we have more than any other people in the world, 
and we are also the most wasteful people in the world. Look at the little basket 
everyday and ask yourself, am I saving what I do not use for later or am I throwing 
it away? God has given us a miracle of abundance so that we have more than we 
can use. Let us not be wasteful: save it and use it for ourselves or others.” 

Show the baskets and pass them out. 

Number Thirty-four----— 

Subject: “I Want to Be Saved” 

Text: Romans 10:9 “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe 
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

Object: Lifesavers candy. 

Emphasis: The present life is very precious. God through Jesus Christ has given 
to us a choice for life eternal. This is the way life was meant to be from the very 
beginning—eternal. 


^29^ 




Elfleda J. Tate _ 

Sermon: 

“How many of you have been swimming? Was there a lifeguard on duty? 
Why do you think he was there? Let the children respond. Have you ever seen 
anyone who was drowning be rescued? What would have happened if that 
person had not been rescued? 

“Jesus Christ is our lifeguard who keeps us from dying forever. But there are 
some things you must do to get this wonderful promise. Our text tells us what 
to do: We must confess that Jesus is Lord and Savior and then we must believe 
in our hearts that God raised Him from the dead. Then you will be saved 
forever. Jesus rose from the dead, and so shall we. 

“These candy Lifesavers have been very popular for a more than a half 
century. People like them because of their sweetness and the way you can take 
one off the top and close up the rest and have them for later. Every time one is 
taken off the top you see the round hole in it like a real lifesaver on boats. Every 
time we say to ourselves or anyone else Jesus is my personal Savior and I really 
do believe that he rose from the dead, we are taking another one of those 
lifesavers. Show the Lifesavers and then tell the children, Let this little candy 
lifesaver remind you of the real Savior of Life, Jesus Christ.” 

Pass out the Lifesavers. 

Number Thirty-five- 

Subject: “Just Love God” 

Text: Romans 8:2 8a “And we know that all that happens to us is working for our 
good if we love God and are fitting into His plans.” The Living Bible 

Object: A plastic or ceramic heart. 

Emphasis: We cannot control everything that happens to us in this world. God 
knows that, therefore He provided a way to make things come out all right: love God. 

Sermon: 

“When we become Christians, we should love God. In this text we are 
reminded how important this is when things in our lives do not go right. 

“Children, have you ever had a day when everything seemed to go wrong? If 
you take time, you may find that things may have gone wrong because you had 
not been loving God or because what you were doing did not fit into His plans. 
Christians will have troubles, and bad filings will happen to them in spite of their 
loving God and doing His Will, but our text says that all that bad stuff is working 
for our own good. 

“We must remember that God did not say how long it would take for all that 
bad stuff that happens to us to turn into good. He did say that it would work for 
good if we love God and we fit into his plans. As children, we must always be 
sure that we love God when things are going wrong as well as when things 
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are going right. God wants us to trust Him and not feel that we should take 
everything into our own hands. When we please God, we are in His plans, and 
all will be well. 

“Just love God. Please Him in every way you know how. Could you think of 
a better reward than knowing that whatever happens to you, everything will in 
the end turn into something good? You couldn’t ask for more than that! 

“This heart represents the idea of love. Slip it in your pocket or put it 
somewhere you can see it.” 

Pass out die hearts. 

Number Thirty-six--- 

Subject: “Magic Mountain” 

Text: Matthew 17:1-2 “Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his 
brother, brought them up on a high mountain by themselves, and was transfig¬ 
ured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white 
as the light.” 

Object: Picture of a mountain, Mount Everest, if possible, because this is the 
highest mountain in the world. 

Emphasis: In ancient times, mountains were looked on with awe and fear. 
Because of this, we regard mountain climbing as a great accomplishment. Jesus 
and some of His disciples took a mountain climb and it turned into “Magic 
Mountain.” 

Sermon: 

“Have any of you ever been to Magic Mountain in Valencia, California? Why 
do you think they called it Magic Mountain? Wait for the children to respond. 
Have any of you ever taken a mountain hike? How did you feel when you got to 
the top of the mountain? 

“In our text today a plain mountain where Jesus and three of His disciples went 
turned into a magic mountain. Jesus’ face shone like the sun, and His clothes were 
white as the light—He became transfigured, or changed in appearance. 

“Every Christian has his or her Magic Mountain. Something happens to the 
person who becomes a Christian and fives within Christ’s teachings. When you 
decide to follow Christ that change begins. When we spend time in praying we 
are going up Magic Mountain; when we read our Bibles (if we are old enough) 
we are climbing Magic Mountain; when we willingly come to church and learn 
of Him we are climbing Magic Mountain. Christ is your Magic Mountain! If 
you have not accepted Christ as your personal Savior then you have no Magic 
Mountain.” 

Denominational theological tenets may be inserted here. Show and pass out 
pictures. 
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Number Thirty-seven- 

Subject: “Take Off Your Shoes” 

Text: Exodus 3:5 “Then He said, ‘Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals 
off your feet, for the place where you stand is hold ground.’” 

Object: Miniature shoes. 

Emphasis: In our living there are places, ideas, and situations in which God has 
been made known. We should show respect when we find ourselves in God’s 
presence. Moses had to be told, and so do most of us, especially as children. 

Sermon: 

“Have you ever felt that you were in God’s presence? Has anyone had to 
remind you that you were in a sacred place? We can start right now to know 
when we are in a holy place. The church has been specially constructed to invite 
people into a holy place. There is an altar, stained glass windows, a pulpit, often 
a cross and pews on which to sit and meditate or pray. This list may be amended 
to accommodate the particular church and denomination. 

“We are not allowed to run or play in the sanctuary because it is holy ground. 
We may meet God as we walk along the seashore or up in the mountains. We 
usually get quiet and have a feeling of awe. These kinds of feelings cause us to 
act in the same way that we would act in church. The only difference is that 
instead of our parents or someone else telling us to be quiet and not play in the 
church, we do it on our own because we have met God ourselves, and we take 
off our shoes, so to speak. 

“When you get this shoe I am showing you, I want you to ask yourself, Have 
I taken off my shoes when I was on holy ground? If I haven’t, I will in the 
future.” 

Show the shoes to the people and then give them out. 

Number Thirty-eight- 

Subject: “Love Everybody” 

Text: John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

Object: A very small globe of the world or a flat map of the world. 

Emphasis: God did not separate people in His plan of salvation. Not by race or 
by sex did God make any differences; He said the whole world. 
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Sermon: 

“God sent His Son into the world because He loved those in the world. God 
loved people because He created them, and He wants them to be with Him 
eternally. God wants people He created to have what He intended for them to 
have from the beginning of creation—life everlasting. Because God loves all of 
us, we ought to love everybody. 

“All of us would like to live a long time, but our greatest dream is to live 
happily ever after. That’s why boys and girls love the fairy tales that end with 
‘they lived happily aver after.’ This text tells every Christian that God loves all 
people and that we should too, and that belief in Jesus Christ makes us live 
happily ever after. If we do not believe in Him we will perish, not in this life but 
in the life to come. If we do not believe that Jesus is The Christ then life’s story 
ends. We don’t even like a fairy tale that ends sadly. We eagerly read it to hear 
those wonderful words—‘and they lived happily ever after.’ Those fairy tale 
stories become real in this Gospel message: Jesus loves all of us so much that all 
we have to do is believe that He is God’s Son; that’s all we have to do to live 
happily ever after! 

“When you look at this globe or map of the world try to love everybody and 
believe that Jesus is God’s Son and be loving like Him.” 

Show the globes or maps and pass them out. 

Number Thirty-nine-——-- 

Subject: “Happy Face” 

Text: John 15:11 “These things have I spoken to you, that my joy may remain 
in you, and that your joy may be full.” 

Object: Strips of smiley-face stickers. 

Emphasis: God wants us to be happy. His teachings should make us happy 
because the Gospel is Good News. 

Sermon: 

“Can all of you give me a nice big smile? Oh, what happy faces! As Christian 
boys and girls we have good reason to be happy. We should wear a smile and be 
known as happy-face people. 

“What a wonderful thought that God loves us and that His Son Jesus does 
too. You do not always have to tell others that you are happy—just put on a 
happy face. Show one strip of the smiling face stickers to the children. 

“Can each of you think of one thing that you have learned about what Jesus 
taught? Tell some of them. Wait for the children to respond. Aren’t these 
reasons why you should be joyful? 

“The teachings of Jesus, called the Gospel, make us joyful, and that joy makes 
us new people We can do our homework without disliking it, we can please our 
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parents with a cheerful feeling, and we can talk to God through His Son Jesus 
Christ about anything that troubles us and know that He will answer us. That 
kind of joy makes us full of joy. 

“These stickers that I am going to give you are for your use. You know where 
to put them: on your papers, on notes that you may send to someone, on your 
lunch sacks, or on your books. 

“It is a nice way of saying that I am a happy person because I am a Christian. 
Begin to think about the things that make a Christian thankful that they are a 
Christian and you will keep smiling.” 

Pass out the strips of happy-face stickers. 

Number Forty----- 

Subject: “Make Some Lemonade” 

Text: Job 42:10 “And the Lord restored Job’s losses, when he prayed for his 
friends. Indeed the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before.” 

Object: A lemon. 

Emphasis: The phrase is often used, he or she handed me a ‘lemon.’ This means 
that the person gave you something that insulted you or was not any good. 
However good can come out of bad things that happen to Christian people. 

Sermon: 

“Job was a very wealthy and successful man. He was also a good man. Even 
so one day he had many bad things happen to him all at once. Some people call 
that bad luck. Satan was after him, but he never lost his faith in God. When bad 
things happen to you, keep your faith in God. Remember God is with us always, 
and no matter what happens to us He is there! 

“You could say that Satan handed Job a lot of lemons, but God turned them 
into lemonade. Job never got angry with God like his wife did, neither did he 
give up. He just waited for God with a sweet spirit. He never doubted God like 
his friends did. God took the lemons that Satan handed Job, and He took the 
sugar of Job’s spirit and patient attitude and made some lemonade with the water 
from the life that had been so well lived. 

“Satan may have robbed Job of everything but his life, but God gave him back 
twice as much as he had before all this happened. God not only can hear our 
prayer, but God can restore us to even more than what we lose. This story teaches 
us to always do right and never lose our trust in God, for God is greater than 
evil and He is in control of this universe. God can make lemonade out of lemons 
if we provide the sugar of our sweet spirits and patient attitudes.” 

Hand out the lemons. 
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Places where sermon objects may be found. 

1. Gift shops, especially at airports and zoos. 

2. Ninety-nine cent stores. 

3. Discount supermarkets. 

4. Ethnic stores, especially in Chinatowns. 

5. Supermarkets. 

6. Variety stores in malls and elsewhere. 

7. Christian bookstores. 

8. Your own imagination which can bring up endless suggestions. 

9. Your eyes. Keep them open and you will find many things that you never saw 
before. 
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For detailed presentations of a full-faceted view of children’s development, 
see Part Five. 
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Sears, Robert, and S. Shirley Feldman, eds. The Seven Ages of Man. Los Altos, 
California: William Kaufman, Inc., 1964. 

The first two parts of this material is key for anyone preparing material for 
children’s sermons. 

Tate, Elfleda, J. Teaching the Disadvantaged . Palo Alto, California: Peek 
Publications, 1971. 

A good reference for certain inner city churches. It takes into consideration 
the poverty environmental influences creates and the compensations that 
need to be made for it. 

Tate, Elfleda, J. Growth , Development and Learning. California: California State 
University Press, 1983. 

A succinct overview of research which can be understood by the person who 
is not an expert in this field. 

Wadsworth, Barry J. Piagefs Theory of Cognitive Development Second Edition . New 
York: Longman, 1979. 

Because Piaget’s work is so fundamental to all learning sequences, this study 
of Piaget is cited here. In this book the pastor may not only find data about 
Piaget’s life’s work but will also find the key to understanding how children 
process reality to arrive at new concepts and knowledge. 


The Bible contains so many passages which span time, stages of faith, and 
spiritual learning that it becomes almost mandatory to the children’s sermon 
producer. 
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